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Where can I find local 
information?



• Local newspapers
• Social media
• Town newsletters
• Boston TV News
• Community Access Television
• Local e-newsletters / Substack
• Word of mouth
• Other?

Where do you get your local info?



Media Literacy:

What is it and why is it 
important?



the ability to critically analyze stories presented in the mass media and 
to determine their accuracy or credibility.

Media Literacy

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=e2485b36b985eeef&rlz=1C1JZAP_enUS926US926&sxsrf=AHTn8zrhaHz_uBUrl25sncGL_KkoPVBupw:1743441450096&q=critically&si=APYL9bsHRxpYwvvSTGj17LkMtmwDl4mC1ma-SCBwM6TC8rxrs5w8GVh4ZVm3jfengsBnH_7Gw5KBO0eX_lmZqfb7S1Z-nhrTzlE_dS57x4u9sM8y-EEoM9A%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=2ahUKEwiaicfC6bSMAxUnFFkFHZnDHY0QyecJegQIGxAP
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=e2485b36b985eeef&rlz=1C1JZAP_enUS926US926&sxsrf=AHTn8zrhaHz_uBUrl25sncGL_KkoPVBupw:1743441450096&q=credibility&si=APYL9btEN2SiQ9h4o5Ckf6vYFXRYoccJuyYLL_OTj1A-KzPqGtEel41KyyoL-bNuz7m58okjBdbcWsKCGuVC3GOeuR57NVmfZ2mMg9MjdD0sSmnX8Nzgty0%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=2ahUKEwiaicfC6bSMAxUnFFkFHZnDHY0QyecJegQIGxAQ


What does media literacy 
look like in practice? 

● Applying critical inquiry: question everything you see, read and hear. 
What’s the source? What’s the POV? What’s the message? 

● Consuming media from diverse points of view 
● Seeking primary sources when possible; watch that town meeting 

yourself and draw your own conclusions; trace quotes, claims, or 
secondary media to the original source 

● Recognizing stereotypes, propaganda, and mis/disinformation for what 
they are - stay vigilant



“Fake news!”
Misinformation & 

Disinformation
Mis: inadvertent 
Dis: purposeful





Who's Behind the (Mis)Leading 
Report?

https://science.feedback.org/who-is-behind-the-misleading-leading-report/
https://science.feedback.org/who-is-behind-the-misleading-leading-report/




How can I stay well-informed 
using balanced, diversified 

sources? 



Media 
Bias Chart 
2025 
(National)



Fact checking resources & vetting claims
● Ground News
● Factcheck.org
● The Trust Project

Seeking diverse points of view, especially on 
divisive issues 
Question things like bias, message and 
audience when consuming media 



A little about Ground News

Lateral reading: a strategy that 
encourages readers to leave the news 
source they are reading to see what 
other digital sources say [about either 
the topic or the outlet itself - factuality, 
bias, etc. 

- Knowing the bias of a media outlet 
can help understand how and why 
a story is being framed a certain 
way; factuality ratings provide 
insight into the reporting practices 
of the publication.



*While these are large, mostly national news sites, the same critical media literacy 
practices used when consuming national content can be easily applied to smaller local 
outlets and social media. Don’t passively consume news and take all claims at face 
value. The more you practice active consumption of information (through questioning 
sources and thinking critically), the better! 









Critically reading about issues–especially with tools like Ground 
News–can help you easily see how issues can become polarized. 



How does all of this relate to local news? 

All news is local. 
Things start on the ground level. Policy issues, elections, all of it – local is the level 

where we can effect the most change for our communities. 

If you see a hot issue on your town’s Facebook page, don’t take it all for face value. 
Do your own research, ask questions, and draw your own conclusions.

Staying informed on your community’s issues makes you better poised to be 
civically engaged. That is why local news matters!



Discussion Questions

Do you feel like you are fully 
informed about local issues that 

impact Cape Cod?



Discussion Questions

When looking for information, 
what local sources do you turn 

to? 



Discussion Questions

What are some of the driving 
forces that keep you from going 
directly to local news outlets? 



Discussion Questions

When it comes to local news, 
what’s working? 

What’s not? 
 



Discussion Questions

What would you like to see in the 
local news landscape that isn’t 

currently available? 



What questions 
do you have for us? 

Discussion Questions


